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The First Silk Road (Dunhuang) International Cultural Expo was held at DuithtfE@ansu province

of Chinaon 20" ¢ 21° September, 2016Gansu province has been a strategissageway andfamous
commercial port, which bears about eight thousand tye@hinese civilisation Around 1500
distinguished guests of 95 delegations from 85 countries, 5 international organisations, who enjoy high
fame in politics, commerce and academstadies,were invited for the expolt was a feast o&rt and

culture with Excellenciesof annual exhibition and beautiful exhibitEhe foreign delegates were taken

to the cultural tour on the last day of the expo to Mogao Grottoes, The Singing Sand Dunes and the
Crescent Spring to have a cultural fast of the afgaund 140 distinguished guests in different forums
delivered speeches on the common view of civilisation, which can be interpreted as diversity-and co
existence, mutual learning and common development, cooperation and sharing.

The Vice premier of ChindguLYandong inaugurated the expo and delivered a keyspgsech.
She highlighted about the significance and value of the silk route culture. She also proposed the
objective and framework of cultural exchange and described a beautiful vision of the cultural
communication, all of which represent her ardent hope for the success of the cultural expo. President
of China Xi Jinping sent a congratulatory letter and good wishes for the success of the expo.

Vice Premier Ms. Liu Yandong fornhainauguraing the Qultural expo

Dunhuang Cultural Expo was an international event which witnessed the exchange of Silk Road
cultures.The countries along the Silk Road have all created marvellous civilisations which have shaped
the soul of the Silk Road: peace and cogpen, openness andhclusiveness, mutual learning and
mutual benefit. The Expo to a great extent helpéal build a brdge for the cultural exchangesi@ to
fadlitate the mutual developmentThe contents of the academic forums and exhibitigrigstory ard
culture, contemporary value of Dunhuang culture, art works, achievements of cultural innovation,
products of cultural tourismand so on highligletd the reflection of the Silk road and its historical
importance over the yearslit may help in inheriting @d enhancing the nature of the Silk Rpad



promoting the cultural fusion, acceptance of diverse ideas, and increasing affinities among the
countries along the Silk Road.

Silk Road attachethe prehistoric andhistoric (from Han DynastyChina) identity for cultural,
economic and commercial connectivity across the countries and regions in the worldilkhas and
is very much valuable in the past and preséiyt.the Silk Road, the merchandise of the countziesg
the road had access to European and Asian countiidlas made a considerable contribution to the
development and progress of the world. The Silk Road has been now includedWottt Heritage
lists of UNESCO and there are many sites alongith€&k&ad which are very famous for their ancient
commercial and cultural relics.
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Dr. Malla meeting Prof. Yasha and other scholars of RockRsearch Association of Ching

Dr. B. L. Malla represented the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi (India) in
the saidExpo2 Y G KS Ay @AGFdA2y 2F GKS tS2L) SQa D2@SNYYS
ofChinaa A YA aGNEB 27F [/ dzf ( dzNB CHna DulirgiSs visitS32OhihaDn Mallavd® hislzo f A C
way to Dunhuang had a meeting with Professor Zhang Yasha, Chairperson, Rock Art Research
Association of China (RARAC), Minzu University, at Beijing"o8di@mber, 2016. The meeting with

her was very fruitful and it was felt that IGNCA & RARAC should work together in the field of rock art
studies and allied subjects and also share their research and data base. It was agreed to work out the
areas of joint inerest and work out modalities for their execution through an agreement between the
competent authorities of the two institutions.

During his stay at Dunhuang Dr. Malla Haditful discussions with many other scholars of
China and other parts of the wotldvhich includes Prof. YU Xintian of Shanghai Institutes for
International Studies; Prof. Masaaki Miyasako, Prof. Li Yu Xing and Prof. Fukai Takashi all three from
the Tokyo University of the Arts; Prof. Sang Min Shim of Sunngshin University, Koreatebr. P
Frankopan, Director, The Oxford Centre for Byzantine Research; Sir David Green KCMG, Chairman, The
t NAyOSQa {OK22f 2F ¢NIRAGAZ2YIf ! NOLAT 5N /& Co
Sanjaa, The Governor, Mongolia GAlatai Province.

Cultural performance irthe First Silk Road International Cultural Expo



Dr. B. L. Malla during his participation in the International Expo delivefelibavinglectureon
WLYRAF FYR [/ KAYFY !y | LILINh thé dcddentc Forum s@ontempasal® | Sy
value of Dunhuang Cultumm 20" September, 2016. THecturewas well received by the participants.

Dr. Malla deliverina his lecture at the expo

India and China: An appraisal of two unbroken civilisatiéns

(1) Background

India and China, the two giants are unique examples of unbrok&rc@dtury civilisations. Both

are situated in one of the glorious continent of the world, Asia, India to the saett and China

to the north-east. They are naturally a pair of sister countries with a hoary past. Both countries
possess an extensive landtkva multitudinous people, and have vibrant cultures and traditions
with significant mutual influence in areas like art, philosophy, etc. They have stood up strong and
tall from the very beginning to the present day. Although our countries have many teas
trampled down and devastated by foreign invaders politically and economically, yet our superior
traditions, teachings and customs have often assimilated the wild and barbarous. The prehistoric
periods of both the countries has been long and full wérgs. We do not know exactly when and
how they started exchanging their cultural elements; however, we do know that they grew in
parallel and shared their cultural traits since the beginning of human history and this tradition has
been continuing ever saoe. All along, the Silk Road played a significant role in facilitating India
China cultural, commercial and technological exchanges. It also connected both the countries with
the ancient Persia and the Mediterranean.
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The beginnings of Indian and Chinese civilizations seem somewhat similar. Although the
records of ancient times in India are rather deficient, but according to references in Chinese
sources on Buddhism, the condition of ancient Ingdi@s quite similar to that of ancient China.
Even before the transmission of Buddhism, the Skéimgu civilization and the ancient Vedic
civilization showed some evidence of conceptual and linguistic exchanges. In the sixth century
B.C., the birth of Confiius and Sakyamuni opened a new period of exchanges between these two
civilisations.

Map showing LekKarakoram Pass Caravan Rout

The Indian theory of aesthetics is deeply rooted in the triple principlsadfam (truth),
shivam(goodness/agpiciousness) ansundaram(beauty).Satyam(truth) is paired withrtam (the
Cosmic Order) in the famous passagdRafveda(X.90.1), which says both of these were born of
kindled tapas Tapa isthe basic effort and form of the manifestation of existencegation and
bliss from the basic cause. This relates to the primary analysis of creation where Reality is seen in
two forms. VizRtam the kinetic aspect of order arghtyam the potential aspect of truthRtam
for Hindus is the blueprint for cosmic haomy Oharmg; for the Buddhists the law of
righteousness@hammg; for the Muslims, it represents the inflexible yet all the merciful decrees
of divine Haqg, and for the Chinesetam is the mystical pathTiag. Thusytam is a framework in



which the praess of creation, sustenance and dissolution operates. It regulates the cosmos into a
systematic whole.

While looking into the underlying spirit of the national character of both the countries i.e.
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in sense. The Chinese attitude towards Nature is a process of harmonization. Indians lay stress
upon moderation so their attitude towards Nature is a process of akgtion. Both the Indians

and Chinese believe in ancestor worship and have love for kinship.
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(I Interchange of Cultures

So far the historical records are concerned, the interchange of cultures between India and China
has taken place for more than two thousa@dS I N& o6 O1 | & Buildh&EaktRS g NI FNR Y
the classical biography of Lord Buddha. The early facts regarding the cultural relationship between
the two countries are also found in various Chinese written sourced igdetsu, Thoushudui-yi

(the Book on Wonders of Choljesienchuan(Biography of Fairiesphiklaoh-chih (Sketches of
Buddha) etc. For historical references about India, we still greatly depend on the travelogues of
the Chinese travellers Hiuen Tsang, Fa Xian (Fa Higsipg etc. Both the countries became more
intimate and prevalent after the royal recognition of Buddhism by Chinese EmperorPing

Soon after the cultural entrepreneurs, students, teachers and traders from India and China visited
centres of learning and Igirimage in both the countries. The Buddhist cultural wave reached China

in the second century BCE, if not earlier, but these exchanges became much frequent during later
periods. Buddhism might have attracted Chinese people because Buddha himself wamsticag

and refused to discuss God and they still in considerable numbers revere him, as a great teacher.
But the contrary argument can be that the Buddhism that attracted Chinese was the Mahayana
Buddhism, who had envisioned Buddha perhaps as a theidtic de
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Along the silk route, Khotan, Turpan and Kucha became prominent centers of Buddhism
and IndiaChina exchanges. The first missionary who is known to have Bi@dhism to Central
Asia was Vairochana, a Kashmiri Buddhist scholar. Vairochana is credited to have built the first
monastery at Khotan and also introduced the Sarada alphabet in the region. Many scholars were
reportedly migrated to Kucha during th& 4entury A.D. which, subsequently, became one of the
important seats of learning. The academic institution at Kucha was headed by a famous Buddhist
GSFOKSNJ YdzYn NI 2AQ0F> | YIFIAKYANR o0& O0ANIKZEZ ¢gK2 KI
have firstgone to Gilgit; from there he went tGentral Asia. He is widely believed to be responsible
for bringing in Mahayana and Madhyamika doctrine into Chinese philosophy. Fronf tioe6%
century A.D. a number of Buddhist scholars went to China from Kaskhithese Kashmiri



