R dacidad o lake the exhibsion 1o
olher paris ol the counlry a8
circulating'mabile  exbdaiion 1o
S spraad awareness among school
chidran, college and university
sludants Bnd general public st
larga. The axhibition wes eariar
B hosled respectively  at Banaras
: W, Hindu Univecsity, Varanasi 5718
. 28" March, 2013} then in Sr-
Mmadaippn, Tamil Mado manta Sankardeva Ealasheira,
Guwahall  (12% Apit w37
May 2013}, 81 Odisha Siate Mu-
seum, Bhubargswar (18 May o
23* June, 23], & Depanment of
History, Pondicharry  Univarsity,
Puducharry (25" July ta 258" August
2013), al Nalicha Gabery of Modern
Arts, Bengaluru (3™ Decemoer,
2013 10 3" January, 7014) ai Centar
far Herage Sludies, Thrigunibur
Kerala (28" Movembar 1o 28" De- 2l S00
camber, 2(4), st Sengeetha Mahal Lekhamonda, * ugﬂ.mrh_
Paleca Complax, Thargvur, Tamil: e

nadu (6 May-21*  June, 2015), al

A5l Pursiativa Bhaven, Saminan

Hiks. Magpur fram 19" Maw 3" Dec, 2045, at Regional Science
City, Luckriow from |2'E" hpr!-m' May, 2016}, al Himachal State
Mussum, Shimls (15" June - 24" Jly, 2016} and at Panjsb Unber-
sity, Chandigarh (10" August = 317 Septamber, 2016}

An  exhibifion on  the
‘Indian Reck Arl’ was on display in
Yinchuan (:It;' China for about one
. year from 26" August, 2014 o 3"
| Seplember, 2015, For the present
b exhibition, exhibits are chosen from
frva continents of the workd: Afnca,
8 hgia, Ausiraliz Euraps, Marll and
Soulh America A repreaantauua
| colaction of the significant and im-
| pootant aitions ane dispayed con-
Boluajori v llage, Ry g, tnenl wisa, This eaxhibilion creatas,
Pidisha for the wewar, a degres of exparien-
fial contacd with prehiston: arl. |t
pravides the basis for entering inlo the changing aspects of the
living &rts of man. it is balaved that man's awareness of the world
amund came frough his pemeval sense of sight and sound
Thase bad Senses have slimulabsd arfisls’ axpressans vidual and
Bursl in the prahistorc past &s well 88 in the contempoarary culk-
turas, The presant sxhibilion ako showcases the ‘iving anl iradi-
iong’ of thred communiies - the Lanjia-Sawras of Cdisha, the
Rethwa-Bhils of Gujarat and the \Warts of Maharashira just fo give
a glimpse of conlinuily of aristic traditions in Indian contesd
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Rock arl of the world iz a
fagcinating eaga of human
endeavour bte translate  his
aesthelic sensitvity inlo real-
ity. From tims immemorial the
early man siarded fo record
the waordd arcund him and his
activilles for the Ke suste-
nance and 1o beng forth his
progenies to flowrish. He lived
in the nalural caves and sheal- a
tars which ne decorated with 4 pimals peteoslyphe, Filbara
paintings and engravings: 18 Wesiern Ausiralis

subject matter thal he could

888 in nature and Ifa around

him. Rock ar is known from almost 2l cormers of the world,
excepl Antarclica. Evidences are found from all the conlinents
starting from he Okd Workd 8. Alrlca, Asia, Australia, Ewrape,
Morth and South Amenca, Asia is the largast continent of tha
workl and has diverse art hertage, The huge aea can be
divided into five regions; Central, West, East, South and
Southeast Asia, In Central Asia the two mosi important rock
arl sones ame Tamgaly of Kamakhstan and Alts mountains

Magor concantrations
of patroglyphs ang found from
the and regons of Seudi A
bia, Nagev Desarl of ksresd in
Wast Asia. In South Asia,
countries ke ndia and Paki-
Elan &M nch in rock art hen-
tage, Bhimbetka i Madhya
Pradesh (India) has been -
scnbad by UNESCO as a
d World Harilage Site. The quan-

bty and quality of Indian rock

art cen wie with the art of any

othar counfry. In East Asia,
China and Japan are two impordant coundries with dch oon-
cantration of rock ar. In the East and Southeast Asia, rock arl
sitas are repertad from Indonesia, Myanmer eic. Several tach-
niques: are emgloyed o execule ook ar like, shallow cane
Irga, seraping, pecking, inger Nlutling and polishing in case o
pedfroglyphs (engravings) while in piciographs, painting and
stancilling are the two major echnigques.

Dvmiestic bull, Messak, Libya

The subject matier of
the rock art is also varied; star-
irgy frarn the simphest geometnical
lines found i the Panaramities
tradition of Australia o complax |
peormalnicsl designs execuled by
the Chumash people of Cakfor-
nia. Animals are the most fa- &
voured subjects of the earfky man ﬁ
a3 they were thei source of Iife Humaans, |-'|||I-~rll.l
sustenanca, Maturalstic reprase- Az ikijun

-ntation of wild animals and hunting
scones arg thus the mos! comman
suftject.  Possessing  brute-power
might have besn the most desired
concem for the sardy man and as
such repregsntalions of thei antho-
poes (Half human and helf snimal
featuras) arg commonty found fom
he Palaeolthic period of Eurcpe 1o
the Soult Alrican Bushman panl-
ings. After the inbroduction of domas-
lication of plants and animaks, the
complexity of human e slyle in
matanal culture 85 wall 85 in socal

Lasemin cave, Dordogne, Frano

lile wad well ayidenced in the di-
versa nature of depictions. The
Anthropamamhic figures of e

repraseniafions of the ancestral &0
beings From Auslralia, depicons
of the Bushman myths from
Southermn Africa are tha raflechions
of the religious beliefs, myths and
cusioms of asrly man. in this graat
deersity of the ook H‘I hariags, Fruman snd Animats
instances of e univessally of Rundi Hajsshan
human mend is alss mirrorad in the

dapictions of cupules and hend

prinds found akmest in all the comers of the workd.

In India, the earliast discovary
of pmhistaric mock art was made twalue
wears balone Ihe discovery of AR Mira in
Spein. Archibeld Gedleyle discovered
rock paindings at Sohagibat in the Mir-
Eapur district of UHiar Pradesh in 1BGT.
Central India is ona of the nchest zone
far prehisionc ook art in India and has a
larpe numiber of frock an siles which e
in natural ecological settings and looks
like & paradise and geomamphaologically
endowed with various hilly ranges like
Salpura &nc Vindhya. It has gol varied
farasl resounces, rich fartila soils, parennial river valieys lika Narmada
Tigi, Chambal, Shipra. Son, Mahanadi, Betwa, Indrawati el Theda
places ane, tharefore, & mesling ground for diflerent cultures since
earkies] timas, Sources of water, avallablity of re matanals for mak-
ing fooks. mdible roots and Tuils provided ideal habitat for e early
man. In Madhya Pradesh, rosk ant sites have been documeanted from
&8 many a8 twenty alght districts of the state. Amang these, Hoshan-
gabad, Raisan, Sagar, Mandsaur, Sehom and Bhopal account for the
largesl conceriralion af rck arl stes. The important siles in the slale
are Bhimbetke group, Adamgerh-Fachmarhi group, Katholla, Jaors,
Firangi, Shyamla hils. Mahadea, Chhibar Nala, Chat-

Hock Art f Mirzapur,
Utiar Fradesh

-urbhuj Mala, Gandhi Sagar
Carn, Maguri, ebc. An nberest-
ing festura of rock &t study in
Madhya Pradash is tha axca-
valion{g) of soma of ihe
painted rock  shalars  Hus
providing concrede  archame-
0 logical evidence reganding e
L daba of the pentings.

Dr. W, 5. Wakankar,
the fether of Indian Rock At
sludies had dscoverad sav-

Hattle Seene, Jeora. Ralsen,
Madhya Pradesh

eral hundred rock shelens
In Central India, Thea maost
important of his discowers
g8 ia  Bhimbetka in
Madhya Pradesh
UNESCO Woarld Heritage
Sile), which has one af the 3
lergast concentrations of
ook paintings 0 India
The images on the ook
surfaces include anthropo-
moaphic. zoomarphic and
peamelric  figures. Oiher Kathestia, Schore, Malhya Prodesh
forma  Include  social
groups, objects of transport, plants and flowers. The vast ma-
jowity of painlings ane in single colow, although bi-chroms and
polychrome Imageries are also known, tough rarely. The
Pachmarhi Hils and the surounding Mahadao hills ame also
rich regarding rock an ineasure in the stabe, these hills ane lo
cated in the Setpura ranges
and are thickly vegelated with
rch and deese floral and
Taunal life. In IndEan rock paint-
!ings & is only tha rock art of
= Pachmarhi which contain the
unigue depiction of head hunt-
ing. Unlike in Bhimbetka, thers
are numerous  sheliers and
painted shelters scalterad sl
o awar the Pechmerhi Hills. Al-
; mast all the stagaes from hunt-
Kilvala, Tamilmadu ing to food gatherng fo do-
mesticaton of animals to his-
tarical phases are found depicied in the rock art of central In-
dia

The present exposiion The World of Rock At is
culled out from the Exhibition on Rock Ast organisad during tha
Intermafional Rock Ard Conference, af the India Gandhi Ma-
tional Candre for the Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi from 67 Decem-
ber. 2012 1o 257 January, 2013, After getting a vary positve
leedback fram a cross section of the Society comprising; schol
ars, madia persans, public serdanls and gensaral public. it was
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