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Wherever Buddhism prevails, Atisa is remembered as the highest of all venerable. He was the last 
outstanding Indian Buddhist teacher who went abroad to spread the message of the Buddha. Indian 
historians have not documented his life and activities.  
 
Thus after silence for centuries, India is celebrating through an international conference and 
exhibition, the moments when Atisa Dipankara Jnanasri, went to the land of snow sacrificing his life.  

Atisha is the spiritual father of the Dalai Lama. The chief disciple of Atisa established Kadampa sect 
which later became Gelukpa. The history of Dalai Lamas can be traced back to the one who was 
named the first Dalai Lama, ‘Gendun Drup’, an outstanding disciple of Tsongkapa, who himself was 
a follower of Atisa.  

The exhibition tries to portray the trans-cultural renaissance through photo documentation from 
Bangladesh, the birth place, Indian monasteries where he studied and was indoctrinated, Indonesia, 
where he went on a perilous journey to study under the world renowned teacher Dharmakirti, 
Vikramasila University where he had a lengthy career as the Rector/abbot, Nepal, the route that he 
took to go to Tibet, and the monasteries and temples in Western and Central Tibet, (China) where he 
stayed.   

The monasteries and temples where he visited or lived, preached, rendered Sanskrit texts in to the 
language of the people there preserve his memories and relics. Murals from the walls of partly ruined 
monastic establishments are brimming with the subtle aroma of Dharma. Atisa with an angelic gaze 
is flowering of mind in barren land. Graceful monasteries rise against steep craggy hills. Eternal pure 
water of wisdom flows through the desert.  

Contribution of documentation from remote areas, by several scholars, archeologists, explorers and 
spiritual leaders, to this exhibition, have made it a home coming of Atisa.    

The international conference and exhibition is a celebration of peace, compassion, love and sacrifice, 
symbolized by Ven. Atisa. Struggling  hard in the harsh climatic conditions, Atisa refined, 
systematized, and compiled an innovative and thorough approach to bodhichitta known as "mind 
training" (Tib. lojong).  He preached the union of Means (upaya) and insight (prajna), Six Paramitas: 
charity, virtue, effort, patience, meditation and wisdom, sunyata, associated with Nagarjuna and 
Candrakirti, universal emancipation. The first five of these are according to Atisa the upayas upon 
which one can build wisdom. According to him moral conduct is of supreme importance for a true 
Buddhist. He showed a progressive and clear structure for a path to enlightenment. 

 

 


