
Festival Note 

 

The Ramayana and the Mahabharata are the two most significant documents 

representing the civilisational discourse in the Indian subcontinent. These 

documents pervading across time and space continue to be a source of socio-

cultural, religious and spiritual aspirations of the people. Of the varied forms of 

presentation of the Ramayana text, Ramlila is one of the most popular forms, 

particularly in Northern India. IGNCA was instrumental in getting the Ramlila 

tradition of India inscribed as “Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of 

Humanity” by the UNESCO. 

In 2007, the Centre initiated a major programme on Living Traditions of Ramkatha 

and Mahabharata and has over the past several years built up an impressive 

audio-visual archive on these two traditions among different communities across 

India. In 2008, the Centre also organized an International Conference Ramkatha – 

Ankan, Manchan aur Vaachan focusing on folk and tribal traditions of Ramkatha 

at the levels of text, performance and visual representation. It may be pointed 

here that though several conferences at national and international level on the 

Ramayana theme have taken place, Ramlila has only now begun to attract the 

attention of world scholarship. In 2014, the Centre documented the Ramlila of 

Ramnagar in its entirety. 

The First International Conference on Ramlila was held in Trinidad and Tobago 

from 12th -14th July, 2013 organized by the National Ramleela Council of Trinidad 

and Tobago and from this platform, the Council requested the IGNCA to host the 

Second International Conference on Ramlila.  

Conceding to this request, the Centre is organizing a month-long international 

event on Ramlila in November-December 2015 with the following components:- 

 A seven day International Conference on Ramlila and Ramkatha Manchan 

under the theme Epic Processes: Mobility, Patronage and Aesthetics from 

23rd to 29th Nov. 2015. The conference confines itself to the traditions of 



Ramlila and Ramkatha Manchan – traditional and contemporary in India 

and across the globe. 

 Sharvya aur Drishya Lila- Cultural Performances, whereby selected forms of 

Ramlila performances from across India and abroad shall be showcased. 

Not only proscenium Ramlila but also maidani, processional and other 

forms shall be a part of the cultural performances.  

 Ram Bazar- Arts and Crafts Demonstrations on Ramayana Theme where 

master crafts persons will showcase, demonstrate, sell and hold workshops 

of arts and crafts based on Ramayana theme. 

 Ramayana Chalchitra- A weeklong Ramayana film festival including silent 

era films and modern day animation. 

 Bal Jagat- Children’s Activity consisting of Quiz competition, Painting 

competition, Story-telling sessions, Shadow Puppet shows from Kerala, 

Orissa and Tamil Nadu based on Ramayana. Also there shall be a children’s 

workshop and a small production of Ramlila.  

 Sahitya Sandhya- Literary Evenings based on rendering/ reading of Modern 

and Classical literature based on Ramayana.  

 Prasad- Food Court will showcase and sell the temple, ritual and festive 

foods of India through stalls. 

  Lila – An Exhibition combining abstract philosophical and concrete 

manifest aspect of Lila through Installations, audio-visual panels and 

ethnographic objects.    

 


